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To  the  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  BRIDPORT. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Genti.emen, 


I have  the  honor  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 
Area  30.899  acres.  Population  (Estimated)  6980. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Births  were  81 — viz:  42  males,  39  females —giving  an  average  of  11.6  per  1000. 

The  deaths  were  90 — viz  : 50  males,  40  females — averaging  12.9  per  1000. 

The  unusual  circumstance  of  the  deaths  exceeding  births  must  be  drawn  attention  to.  In 
my  opinion  the  explanation  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  of  late  years  the  district  has  attracted  a 
class  of  elderly  retired  people,  beyond  child  bearing  age. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 years  of  age  were  5,  of  whom  1 was  illegitimate,  this  averages 
61.7  per  1000  births.  Deaths  attributed  to  Cancer  were  11,  as  last  year,  and  none  were  attributable 
to  Zymotic  Diseases. 


INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis.) 

Total.  Admtd  to  Hospital. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 ...  1 

Diptheria  ...  0 ...  0 

Enteric  Fever  ...  0 ...  0 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  1 ...  0 

Ophthalmia  ...  2 .,  0 
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NURSING.  HOSPITALS.  Ac. 

The  whole  District  is  provided  with  qualified  Nursing,  covering  general  sickness  and  mid- 
wifery. Of  practising  Nurses  there  are  5. 

There  is  an  excellent  Cottage  Hospital  situate  in  the  Borough  of  Bridport  which  is  supported 
by,  and  available  for  the  different  villages.  An  efficient  X-Ray  Department  has  recently  been  added 
owing  to  private  generosity. 

Admission  is  given  at  any  time  for  cases  of  emergency,  and  an  out  patient  department  is 

available. 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  maintained  by  my  Council  with  16  beds,  and  2 private  wards. 
It  is  very  well  situate  and  far  removed  from  other  dwellings,  and  an  annexe  is  provided  for  cases  of 
Small  Pox  with  four  beds. 

The  heating  of  the  Hospital  has  recently  been  improved  and  there  is  now  a constant  supply 
of  hot  water. 

In  a separate  building  there  is  a very  efficient  Steam  Disinfector. 

The  whole  is  under  the  supervision  of  a Matron  whose  husband  acts  as  her  outdoor 

assistant. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  such  as  usually  obtained  in  a rural  district,  but  part  has  a constant 
supply  from  the  Bridport  Water  Co.,  and  other  villages  have  a service  of  their  own. 

Isolated  hamlets  and  farms  have  wells  in  some  cases  of  considerable  depth. 

The  supply  to  the  village  of  Charmouth  has  continued  a source  of  anxiety  and  trouble, 
although  now  that  it  is  under  a strong  local  Committee,  a settlement  may  soon  be  expected 

The  source  of  excremeotal  contamination  was  in  doubt  for  sometime,  but  during  the  year  a 
cesspit  was  found,  the  existence  of  which  had  not  been  suspected  and  analysis  of  the  water  from  the 
proximal  spring  of  the  present  supply  showed  marked  pollution. 

This  spring  was  immediately  cut  out  whereupon  the  water  improved  to  the  extent  that  the 
analyst  reported  the  supply  as  pure. 

On  representation  to  the  owner  he  immediately  had  the  pit  destroyed  and  disinfected. 
However  as  the  supply  was  considered  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory  in  other  ways,  it  was  decided 
to  establish  a new  one,  and  this  is  now  in  hand. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Certain  cases  of  pollution  have  been  drawn  attention  to  and  where  possible  these  have  been 
controlled  or  removed.  This  District  is  full  of  small  rivers  and  streams  which  have  been  used  in  the 
past  as  a means  of  carrying  off  domestic  sewerage,  and  these  cases  are  being  regularly  dealt  with. 
This  bears  upon  the  question  of 


DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  CLOSET  ACCOIVHVIODATION. 

Septic  Tanks  have  been  provided  for  the  use  of  the  houses,  built  under  the  Housing  Act 
which  work  fairly  well.  In  the  older  houses,  a pit  or  earth  closet  is  employed,  and  these  are  kept 
under  observation  and  reported  upon  when  defective. 

New  Sewerage  arranged'  One  at  West  Bay. 

Proposed  „ ,,  None. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

I note  a continued  improvement  in  the  care  given  to  these  places,  and  suggestions  coming 
from  your  M.O.  and  Inspector  are  readily  attended  to.  Owing  however  to  the  altered  condition  of 
farming,  where  milk  has  become  the  staple  product,  the  farmer  has  been  compelled  to  utilize  sheds 
erected  for  other  purposes,  and  of  which  the  flooring  is  usually  most  unsuitable.  This  condition  is 
gradually  being  altered. 

Number  of  Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Milksellers  on  Register  54 
Number  of  Inspections...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 
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BAKE-HOUSES  AND  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


These  have  been  regularly  Inspected. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Under  the  P.H.  (M  eat  Regulation  1924)  the  Council  appointed  a qualified  Veterinary  Surgeon 
to  supervise  the  killing  of  animals,  and  in  my  opinion  this  is  being  done  in  a most  conscientious  and 
thorough  manner,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  consumers. 

Registered  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  12 

Licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Inspections...  ...  ...  15 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  seven  buildings  in  this  area  which  come  under  the  heading  of  factories.  Three 
are  used  for  twine  making;  two,  milk;  one  a foundry;  and  the  other  biscuit  making. 

They  are  mostly  old  structures. 

They  have  been  inspected  at  intervals,  and  any  suggestions  have  been  readily  complied  with. 


FOOD  AND  DRUG’S  ACT. 

During  the  year  samples  of  the  following  were  taken,  and  none  were  found  adulterated. 
Blanc-mange  Powder  2 Cider  ...  ...  1 

Brawn  ...  ...  1 Lemon  Cheese  ...  1 

Cheese  ...  ...  1 Milk  ...  ...  2 

HOUSING. 

No  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Act,  and  only  one  under 
the  Assistance  Scheme. 

Since  its  incidence  64  houses  have  been  erected  hy  the  Authority,  60  of  a permanent 
character,  and  4 temporary. 

Generally  speaking  the  rent  of  these  houses  is  beyond  the  means  of  men  who  work  on  the 
land,  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  18/-  per  week  including  rates;  when  one  remembers  that 
Agricultural  wages  are  under  £2,  it  is  obvious  that  a labourer  cannot  pay  the  sum  asked. 

It  is  an  interesting  question  as  to  how  the  Housing  demand  arose  in  a Rural  District  as  this, 
when  it  is  common  knowledge  that  land  under  farming  conditions  of  the  day  does  not  call  for  so 
much  labour  as  heretofore. 

An  explanation  presents  itself  in  one  of  the  villages  in  this  district,  where  of  164  houses, 
43  have  been  altered  or  amalgamated  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  people  who  had  previously  no 
connection  with  it  and  chose  this  favoured  locality  to  pass  their  later  life  in  quiet  and  comparative 
seclusion. 

In  some  cases  these  houses  are  only  occupied  during  the  summer  season  remaining  empty 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

I do  not  suggest  that  the  rate  given  is  general  over  the  whole  district,  but  the  tendency  is 
the  same  and  it  is  a fact  that  the  majority  of  the  new  houses  are  tenanted  by  the  class  of  people 
above  referred  to. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


Two  cases  have  come  in  for  treatment  during  the  year,  one  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  other 
Encephalitis  Lethargica,  both  made  excellent  recovery. 

The  condition  of  the  building  is  very  good,  and  any  suggested  improvement  immediately 
attended  to. 

The  patients  invariably  express  themselves  as  very  happy  and  comfortable. 

Acknowledging  with  grateful  thanks  the  continued  invarying  courtesy  of  your  Chairman, 
Members  of  the  Council  and  Officials. 


1 remain. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  COLMAN,  M.O.H. 


May,  1926. 


r.  is~ 

( 


^ m,  Tfcj 


1. 


..  •r.  > • }Jfy 


■:'M> 


T'-  ^ / j ‘^v- 

rv,r,. 


‘4- 


if 


IIUJ  : . 0.».<i,,r(„,„lh,,^^.,yi?  ‘^7,  jm 

4'’ ^ vl  »vM  v..,j,.,.ir.v.  ^ 


'Vi 


4 ■ 0- 

*>..  V 


w 

^IJni  )|4t<iC^^4l  #r.  J ^l••^■♦*|f?T>■^ 


1 


' ■ • - ^ ___  ^ _>  ‘ • * ' .SKrlnn  tIc 


-f.-  U’Ort  I 


e 


’■  .V*  • ,:  .^.4^  „•  V-  "Sw.lrV  ^ ‘ ‘ ~ 

’ ■ "■  • ■•■'  ' ^^*  S^,  -•***/».  S-Vil  ;hv., , ^- 

i„.  . . , - ' ''  ..'‘i  ' 1 ’ . '«J. 

It  » - \ » *()/  »•  u U'Wh  1.i.i  f< 

. * ‘ •'^’  ' . ut/vi.  ,'«i<f)Mni*«  ' M «W#tt;taiK  .u’-Mi  ; ^ A , r'l 


v^«Mr  yf-D^  *'  ■- 

/•'■■  »*•  J*' • JiU*’  ivM'J  ‘ ‘ I n^' , « fHfttr  • lip^Z  - - 

**Ji  ^ *'  \ . ' •^rt.31^*  dkAil 


> 


w'H_ 

■^*  *■'  •'•»*•*  r' ■<•'' iiljl*  #- 

.‘/^u  „ ii  fwy^,  ■ h ►;  jpl^iSBffl 

' * ' • * 1,,  ■ ' f *•  •’*  Y-  i ‘ • 


■ "%  y 


• - • c^  r • 

,s^.- . ,.y-  ..tj^  ’•Aim' : . . •*  ■ g- 

'•  • ' ■ '''■•■  ' .■••■  ■ •■'■'  ''■  '"■  -^  • . i>-'»  • iV>3~  i'.- ; 

^gjkmd  yyi^ 


- 4 ' » 'V»‘if1 


^k:  • i';<,£, 


J’li’vi.i;  *foy:4.*«  |t-v-  >:  iri#^ 

• •♦'^i'lJl  tuwil.  1,  «s»t  \t 

i.>i>i  ('virjiA' 


■;il<ui'*  ' '.■  <r*v  •!<**  I'. 


V#  ^ ■ ■■“  *-4  -j  ■'  ■!  vJi 

'■  ^ V*'  - '^3ll 


I urn*  ic-  ’ \1*  _ i}*tI 


* ‘ 


> 


'‘^■'■2?y-y,-abL‘’;‘?i: 


" ••-  *«  ■.*  •»'^- 


* i-  • ' 


SCHEDULE. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Statement, 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  17  Number  complied  with  ...  15 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  ...  5 „ „ 3 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  490 

Number  cf  Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Milksellers  on  Register  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Number  of  Notices ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  Nil 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  Registered  ...  ...  12  Licensed  ...  ...  9 


Number  Inspected  ...  ...  12  Number  of  Inspections  ...  15 

Number  of  Notices  ...  ...  Nil 

Overcrowding. 

One  case  at  Wootton  Fitzpaine,  which  has  been  remedied. 

General  Character  of  Defects. 

Want  of  action  by  Owners. 

Absence  of  provision  of  damp  course. 

Neglect  in  repairing  thatch  ; but  this  is  being  attended  to. 

General  Action  as  regards  Unfit  Houses  under  P.H.  Acts. 

Notices  served  ...  ...  5 

Under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year. 


Under  Local  Authority 

• •• 

...  Nil 

Under  other  bodies  of  persons 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Inspection  of  Districts 

... 

...  19 

Regulation  1910 

• . . 

None 

Number  Unfit  for  Habitation 

For  this  a closing  order  was  applied  for. 

... 

One 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice 

... 

15 

Proceedings  under  P.H.  Acts. 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Houses  in  which  Defects  were  remedied  by  owners  ...  4 

Number  of  Houses  in  respect  to  which  Notices  were  served  ...  7 
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